
Annual Reports from Councillors Appointed to Outside Bodies 
 

 
1. Citizens Advice Bureau 

Councillor Edna Stevens 
 
I have had good contact with the CAB.  They have had a new Chair this year and 
they have continued with the good work they do.  Their finances are on a firm 
footing and they are expanding their services to do outreach work. 
 

2. Great Parndon Community Association Board 
Councillor Bob Davis 
 
I have attended two board meetings over the last year for updates on the 
workings of the association. GPCA have been working on a business plan which 
apart from their finances it will highlight the worth to the community. 
 
Work has been undertaken to fix the leaking roof in the barn and the car park  
has been resurfaced. Awaiting work to start on the new doctors surgery and the 
multi play facility. Anyone wishing to visit GPCA and view its facilities, please 
contact me by email on bob.davis@harlow.gov.uk. 
 

3. St Johns Arts & Recreation Centre 
Councillor Sue Livings 

 
St John’s Arts and Recreation Centre in Old Harlow is run by St. John’s Arts and 
Recreation Association, a Registered Charity, founded in 1983.  The ARC is 
essentially self-funding, and only occasionally seeks external funding/grants for 
special projects. 
 
The centre itself continues to support a diverse programme of opportunities 
through learning and service provision for the communities it serves.  Providing a 
meeting place for over 20 local groups, the centre offers opportunities for children 
and adults to take part in activities which contribute to healthy growth, well-being 
and development.  The centre also promotes a range of centre led activities 
including fitness, music, arts and crafts sessions. In addition, every Friday 
lunchtime the centre hosts The “Music @ Midday Lunchtime Concert” recitals, 
which continue to be very popular and successful with three series of concerts 
totalling 24 recitals in the year, with many musicians receiving support from the 
ARC’s Tollinton Fund. 
 
As well as a programme of weekly and monthly activities and classes, the centre 
is also available for private hire and was booked for a number of private parties, 
functions, wedding receptions, meetings and wakes. 
 
The ARC employs a Manager, a Deputy Manager/Book Keeper, a Caretaker and 
a Cleaner. All roles are part-time. 
 
 
Fundraising 



St John’s ARC is committed to supporting volunteering and currently has a team 
of local volunteers, including Cllr Sue Livings, who work hard to ensure a 
programme of fundraising activities is in place throughout the year. A fundraising 
target of £20,000 was set in 2015 to raise much-needed funds for access 
improvements, and to carry out essential renovations. In December 2015 the 
fundraising target had to be increased to £30,000 as both of the main hall heating 
boilers broke down and had to be replaced. 
 
So far, our volunteer activities, along with donations from our 
supporters/benefactors and our grant from the Essex County Council Community 
Initiative Fund (CIF) have met the £20,000 original target. We continue to work 
hard arranging fundraising events to meet the extra £10,000 required. 
 
Events 
This year the centre will be involved with the Harlow is 70 initiative, and has 
organised a free Heritage Day and family events to be promoted under the 
campaign. 
 
Marketing 
An emphasis has been given to online marketing this year and has seen positive 
results, with sales leads created and conversions into sales made. The ARC 
website- www.stjohnsrac.org.uk- is currently being updated and will be launched 
soon. 

  
4. Homelessness Action Panel 

Councillor Edna Stevens 
 
There is a continuing and increasing need for this service but they are coping.  I 
have also visited associated charities such as Streets2Homes and the Food Bank 
who are also managing to cope with the increasing workload. 
Management and finances are sound. 

 
5. Stansted Airport Consultative Committee (STACC)  

Councillor Danny Purton   
 

I have played an active part in the proceedings of STACC throughout the year 
and serve on the two working groups. 
 
User Experience Group (UEG) 
 
We have considered regular reports from the Border Force Agency concerning 
security and have welcomed the introduction of more electronic entry gates which 
have reduced passenger waiting times. Protecting the public needs constant 
vigilance and we have shared confidential information about level of success in 
seizing goods and persons. We have had considerable input into designs for the 
new Arrivals building to be constructed east of the existing terminal – The new 
Hotel to the west of the Terminal is nearing completion. 
There have been a number of discussions about the level of retail intrusion and 
facilities for the Disabled. The airport have now taken back direct control and 
management of parking facilities. 



 
Environmental Issues Group (EIG) 
We have had the opportunity to comment on a major consultation from the 
Government about environmental effects of Air Travel and have examined flight 
path noise standards during the changes to revised movement directions over the 
South-East, including enhanced pilot training of various operators. 
 
STACC General 
Manchester Airport Group (MAG) have been able to report on growth of 
passenger numbers, freight operations, number of Airline Operators and 
Destinations served by Stansted and are in discussions about the planning 
conditions which will enable full utilisation of the remaining Airport capacity. 
A successful Transportation Forum was held recently with items relating to 4 
tracking the rail access from London, new Coach operators, and Bus services 
from various parts of Essex & Hertfordshire. Stansted still has the highest UK 
percentage of passengers accessing the airport via public transport. I had some 
discussion about the possibility of a Coach pick-up point for Harlow. 
MAG are very much aware of the growth planned for the Harlow Area and play a 
significant role in the London Stansted Cambridge Corridor (LSCC) Group. Active 
involvement by Harlow Council through STACC in the development of the Airport 
will ensure that we maximise the opportunities for jobs and improved transport 
links for our people. 

 
6. Harlow Occupational Health Service 

Councillor Edna Stevens 
 
I have attended nearly all of their meetings and their finances and management is 
sound. They supply a necessary and efficient service to companies in Harlow. 

 
7.  Harlow Active Partnership 

 Councillor Karen Clempner 
 
I am on the Harlow Active Partnership and there has only been two meetings but 
I could only attend one.  
 
 


